Developing microbiological learning materials for schools: best practice.
A resource for schools focusing on algae was developed subsequent to a review of the UK National Curriculum and teaching specifications, which revealed a significant opportunity for practical microbiology in schools. The five practical activities and the entire resource were trialled and refined so that the final publication provided valid, interesting and educational activities. After distribution to 750 schools, post-publication (summative) evaluation demonstrated a need to heavily emphasize curriculum links, and to remind teachers about resource on a regular basis. We believe that this process (from initial idea to final evaluation) provides an example of best practice in developing a practical microbiology educational resource.